What you should know about Syringomyelia (SM) and Chiari-like Malformation (CM)

What is CM SM?

A malformation of the skull which is too small, and of the
brain, which is too big and squashed and pushed out the back
of the dog's skull into the vertebral canal{CM) This blocks
the normal flow of fluids in the brain and spinal cord so that
cavities develop called syrinxes which affect the nervous
system{SM). A syrinx can develop as voung as 3 months or
more slowly over a period of years, CM/SM is rarely Fatal but
can be increasingly painful and debilitating. Suffering is such
that affected dogs may need surgery or early euthanasia.

How do 1 know if my dog has it?

Many dogs never show signs but could be a ‘carrier’ Iz it a problem in particular

passing on this serious condition to offspring. Others breeds?

may only show discomfort on occasions such pain on FMS_P'-I has been shown to be
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dogs the pain is severe and they may have a twisted researched in Cavaliers and Griffons.
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movement. The only way to confirm diagnosis is an Charles Spaniels, Yorkshire Terriers,

MRI. (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) Maltese, Staffordshire Bull Terriers,
Boston Terriers, Miniature
Dachshunds, Miniature/toy poodles,

Do | have to do anything? Chihuahuas, Bichon Frisé, Pugs,
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unaffected, MRI scheme to reduce the incidence

of inherited CM and SM.

IT I use the breeding guidelines will I get rid of How can | help research?
CMSM in my lines?

It’s simple, join the group who MR their breeding dogs

Because SM can develop after a dog is used for Contact Dr Clare Rusbridge
breeding, bm:l:ling clear to clear may produce www.veterinary-neurologist.co.uk
affected offspring but breeding affected to affected Svri 5

almost certainly will. Until the gene’s are found it
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isn’t possible to get rid of the condition entirely. e
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Do you need support with your dogs' diagnoses? Do you need someone who will listen?
contact Rachael Harvey (mob. Tel 07915 067198)

email RachGriffSupport@aol.com
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